THE HISTORY OF LONDON

	The Romans went to England many years ago. They built a town on the River Thames. The name of the town was Londinium. The Romans built Londinium near the river. Soon the Romans built bridge over the River Thames. Londinium got bigger and bigger. The Romans built a lot of roads from Londinium to the other parts of Britain.
	Until 1749, there was only one bridge over the river: London Bridge. Now there are more than twenty bridges over the Thames. 
	At the beginning of the 11th century England was already a great country and London was a very important city. In 1066 William the Conqueror and his people went to England from Normandy in France.
	William the Conqueror became King of England. The King lived in London. But William was afraid of the English, he built the White Tower to live in it.
	On Saturday, 2nd September 1666 there was a strong wind from the river and a big fire began. It started in the house of the king’s baker, near London Bridge.
	Soon the next house started burning and then the next and the next, as all houses were of wood. The fire burnt until Thursday. Many houses in London were burnt. The fire burnt for four days.
	After the Great Fire people built a new city. The city became larger and larger. The railways came and London became richer and richer, but it didn’t become nicer. The city became dark and dirty and people lived in bad houses.
	During the 19th century London spread rapidly into the suburbs. As a result of it new forms of transport were developed including the underground railway system. Britain was then at the height of her Imperial Powers and this is expressed in such buildings as the House of Parliament and St. Pancras Station.
	Large areas of London were destroyed by bombs during World War II and the rebuilding that followed was of mixed quality. 
	Nowadays London is a beautiful and clean city with lots of places of interest.

VOCABULARY
1. the Romans - Римляне;
2.  bridge - мост;
3. William the Conqueror - Вильям Завоеватель;
4. Normandy - Нормандия;
5. was afraid of English - боялся Англичан;
6. wood - дерево;
7. Great Fire - Великий Пожар;
8. railway - железная дорога;
9. spread rapidly into the suburbs - быстро распространился в пригород;
10.  including - включая;
11.  underground railway system - подземная железнодорожная система;
12.  at the height of Imperial Power - на вершине Имперской Державы;
13.  expressed - выражалось;
14.  were destroyed by bombs - были уничтожены бомбами;
15.  rebuilding that followed was of mixed quality - восстановление, которое последовало, было смешанного качества.


